
 

 

 

January 7, 2019 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

New Year’s Greetings from the Home of the Royals.  I hope all is well with you and your family.  This 

correspondence contains information that our school would like to share with you at this time as well as 

highlight dates for you to circle on your calendar.  It remains our intent to keep you up to date and 

informed. 

 

Weather delays/closure/cancellations: 

As the winter season rolls forward, it is inevitable that we’ll experience some adjustments to our days.  

Please know that our district office makes those calls as best as they can, as early as they can.  Our 

morning delays are 2-hour delays.  Early dismissals typically occur at 12:10.  However, in rare instances, 

other times may be used due to severe weather that compromises safety.  Regardless, you will receive a 

phone call from our district, indicating those decisions.  As for site-based, school related matters such as 

the status of after school activities, we try to make those decisions by 1:00 PM and again, inform you via 

phone and/or email. 

 

Attendance: 

Attending school on a regular basis is critical for optimizing student success.  Our district has made 

attendance a focus for the school year.  Although we constantly strive to improve, I am pleased with the 

increase in our student attendance, which we track and chart from month to month. I am obligated (by 

policy) to send out monthly letters to parent/guardians regarding attendance concerns.  I have definitely 

noticed a positive difference and our numbers reflect that.  I wish to offer my thanks for establishing this 

routine, committing to ensuring that your student arrives here daily and on time, knowing that this habit 

ultimately will carry over into higher levels of education and eventually, the workplace. 

 

Winter Ball: 

Our Winter Ball is a major event here at our school, year in and year out.  The event begins at 5:30 and 

ends promptly at 8:00.  Parents/guardians are asked to be respectful of these times.  Our school 

chaperones volunteer that evening and we respectfully ask parent/guardians to pick up at 8:00 PM.  

Many parents will choose to wait outside of our main entrance.  In the past, parents have entered in our 



building before the dance ends and this creates additional safety concerns for us.  We respectfully ask 

you to wait outside (unless a prior arrangement has been set up with administration).  Our parking lot is 

usually full at pick-up time and we ask for patience as you depart our campus….in a word, please drive 

slow and understand that many members of our school community will be transitioning from the event 

to their respective homes and safety is our main concern.  Tickets are sold the week of the event during 

each lunch.  Please note, as stated in the student agenda, students with significant behavioral and/or 

academic concerns (i.e failed grades or currently failing), lose the privilege to participate in 

extracurricular events such as this one.  Although these instances do not pertain to the majority of our 

students, I firmly believe good grades and good behavior matters and reserve the right to implement 

our policy as needed.  Finally, I must state that parents (in the past, in these instances) have been 

absolutely supportive and take the time to explain these concerns to their child, in an effort to avoid 

future loss of opportunities.  

   

Vaping Concerns: 

As of this writing, most people have heard about vaping.  As is the case with most secondary level 

schools, communicating accurate information to you is a goal.  At PCMS, our support staff 

(administration, guidance, social worker, psychologist, nurse, and school security officer) is gathering 

information for all parents /guardians to share with you regarding this subject matter.  A simple google 

search will elicit an incredible amount of detail.  After speaking proactively with a few parent/guardians 

who asked similar questions, we are compiling an accurate and helpful future correspondence for you 

and plan to share this via email during this month. 

January Dates of Distinction: 

2-11 Help the Paws (Pets) Collection of Blankets/Towels/Pet Toys/Food 

9 PTO Meeting @ 5:30 

16  Winter Concerts:  Grade 6 at 5:30 / Grades 7 and 8 @ 7:00 

21 No School – Observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Day 

23 Marking Period 2 Grades Close 

24 Early Dismissal @ 12:10 – Professional development Day for Staff 

25 Winter Ball 5:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

In closing, I wish to thank you for our working partnership and your support and encourage you to 

always reach out directly with concerns, thoughts, and/or questions. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Scott W. Gagnon, Principal 



 


